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World Habitat Day 2020 

World Habitat Day is observed on the first Monday of October every 

year to raise awareness about our basic rights like shelter, food, and 

clothing and also about our responsibilities towards improving our 

neighbourhoods for a better future and well being. It was declared in 

1985 by the United Nations General Assembly. This year, WHD 2020 

theme is: ‘Housing for all: A better urban future’. Housing is a basic 

human right. In the present scenario where social distancing and to 

remain at safe distance and maintaining good hygiene practice is just 

impossible without adequate housing. People living in slum areas in 

populated countries are going to be the victims of the pandemic COVID 

19. In the present pandemic situation, WHD 2020 will share information 

to promote the idea of housing, shelter, and slum upgrading as most 

imperative functions of cities in meeting resident’s needs. The pandemic 

has created an awareness that cities and local governments around the 

world can move towards eliminating inequalities and poverty levels and 

providing access to basic amenities like shelter, food water for all. The 

Institution of Engineers (India), Vallabh Vidyanagar Local Centre 

celebrated WHD 2020 on 5th October 2020 by organizing expert lectures 

and Poster making competition for students. The program was hosted by 

The Department of Civil Engineering of G H Patel College of 

Engineering and Technology, VallabhVidyanagar (A constituent college 

of Charutar Vidya Mandal University).  

The program was inaugurated by Dr.Rakesh D Patel, (Hon. Chairman, 

IE(I), VVLC), Dr.Kaushik Nath, Professor & Head, Chemical 

Engineering Department GCET and Executive member, IE(I) VVLC,  

Ms.Rejeet Mathews, Director, Urban Development, World Resources 

Institute, India, Prof. Rajan Rawal, CRDF Professor, CEPT University, 

Ahmedabad, Dr. Khadeeja Priyan, Professor & Head, Civil Engineering 

Department GCET, Dr. Jatin Patel, Associate Professor, Electrical 

Engineering Department GCET and Executive member, IE(I) VVLC 

and Dr.Snehal Popli, Assistant Professor, Civil Engineering Department. 



Dr.Kaushik Nath started the celebration of the day by welcoming the 

experts, participants and explained about the importance of the day. 

Dr. Rakesh D Patel, Hon. Chairman IE(I) has given information about 

the establishment and working of The Institution of Engineers (India). 

He has highlighted various activities carried out by IE(I), VVLC.  

Dr.Khadeeja Priyan highlighted the importance of WHD 2020 and gave 

the program details with the introduction of the speakers Ms. Rejeet 

Mathews and Prof. Rajan Rawal.  World Habitat Day celebration of the 

previous years by IE(I) VVLC, were shown by a video to the 

participants.  

The first speaker Ms.Rejeet Mathews delivered the talk on the Topic: 

Housing India’s Urban Poor: Challenges, Opportunities & Way 

Forward. She has given a lot of insight about the importance of 

affordable homes and its relevance and housing policies available in 

India currently. She discussed the problems of common man in 

purchasing the house correlated with current pandemic scenario in India.  

Ms.Rejeet gave the information with facts and figures about PMAY 

(Pradhan Mantry Awas Yojana). She explained the relevance of the 

topic with few case studies. The lecture was very informative for all the 

participants.  

Prof. Rajan Rawal delivered the talk on the topic: ECO Niwas Samhita 

and Thermal comfort in Affordable Housing.  Prof. Rawal discussed 

about Indo-Swiss Building Energy Efficiency Project (BEEP). He shared 

the information about fast growth in building stock and electricity 

consumption. He explained various codes such as Prescriptive code, 

Trade-off code, Performance code, and outcome-based code. He 

discussed the key elements to be considered in modern building such as 

reducing heat gain, increasing natural ventilation and day light in 

residential buildings. Prof. Rawal demonstrated Residential Envelop 

Heat Transmittance (RETV) formula for calculating net heat gain.  

Prof. Rajan explained the method of thermal comfort modelling and 

environment monitoring systems. Sir discussed various case studies to 



compare the energy utilization in houses. The lecture was really 

beneficial and all the participants. Both the lectures were well 

appreciated by all the participants. It opened up new research areas in 

engineering as COVID 19 continues to spread and people have been told 

to stay at home where thermal comfort is essential. Dr. Snehal Popli 

gave the concluding remarks. 

The topic of Poster making competition was “India towards 

sustainability – An approach for town planning”. More than 15 students 

submitted the poster on this theme, out of which 6 posters were selected 

for presentation. The winners were selected by keeping various points in 

to consideration such as creativity, aesthetics of display, visual impact, 

and originality of work and content of the poster.  

At the end, Dr. Jatin Patel, Associate Professor, Electrical Engineering 

Department, GCET delivered the vote of thanks.  

 

SCHEDULE OF THE PROGRAMME 

WORLD HABITAT DAY,2020, 5th October, 2020 

Schedule of Events 

10:30am – 11:30 am 

Poster Presentation 

Topic: India towards sustainability – An approach for 

town planning 

Welcome Speech 

3:00 PM (5 min) 

 

Dr.KaushikNath 

Professor and Head, Chemical Engineering 

Department, GCET 

(Executive Committee Member, IE(I), VVLC) 

About IE(I) VVLC 

3:05 PM (5 min) 

Dr. R. D. Patel 

(Hon. Chairman, IE(I), VVLC) 



About World Habitat Day 

3:10 PM (5 min) 

Dr. Khadeeja Priyan 

Professor & Head, Civil Engineering Department, 

GCET 

(Fellow, IE(I)) 

Speaker – 1 

3:15 PM (45 min) 

Ms. Rejeet Mathews 

Director, Urban Development, World Resources 

Institute, India 

(Topic: Housing India’s Urban Poor: Challenges, 

Opportunities & Way Forward) 

Speaker – 2 

4:00 PM (45 min) 

Prof. RajanRawal 

CRDF Professor, CEPT University, Ahmedabad 

(Topic: ECO NiwasSamhita and Thermal comfort in 

Affordable Housing) 

Concluding the Sessions 

4:45 PM (5 min) 

Dr. SnehalPopli 

Assistant Professor, Civil Engineering Department, 

GCET 

(Member, IE(I)) 

Vote of Thanks 

4:50 PM (3 min) 

Dr. J. J. Patel 

Associate Professor, Electrical Engineering 

Department, GCET 

(Executive Committee Member, IE(I), VVLC) 

 

Some Moments of World Habitat Day 2020 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Winning posters of WHD 2020 

First winner 

Ms.HellyJadeja 

 

 



Second Winner 

Ms.Saumya Patel 

 

 

 



 

 

Brochure of WHD 2020 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Poster of WHD 2020 

 


