
object. The globe has 

turned out to be a global 

village where whatever 

you think of is just one 

click away. These days 

even laptops are out-

dated and palmtops are 

there in your desire. 

Nano technology is 

growing up. But after all 

think about the sense of 

touch your palm has...is it 

getting affected by this ’e’ 

everywhere.? Do you 

have healthy emotions or 

you have lost it some-

where in the midst of lots 

of ‘e’, ‘e’ and ‘e’……..!!! 

--NIKHIL JOSHI  

(Chief Editor, ‘e-patra’) 

nikhiljoshi@gcet.ac.in 

The Death of  Distance 

21st century has invented 

a lot to make life better 

and easier. One of the in-

ventions which is the side 

product of many other 

inventions is ‘The Death 

of Distance’.  People don’t 

write letters these days, 

they prefer SMS.  But due 

to this habit we have lost 

the charm of handwriting 

of our dear ones in the 

form of a letter. SMS car-

ries all the time same 

handwriting whoever has 

sent it to you. By this we 

are getting deprived of 

personal sense of attach-

ment.  We hardly go to 

the cashier counter in the 

bank, we prefer ATM 

card. Further we are now 

even getting habituated 

to ‘e-shopping’. We don’t 

have a look price tags in 

malls. 

Everything is getting pre-

fixed by ‘e’, like e-mail, e-

learning, e-courses, e-

commerce, e-governance 

etc. But if you correlate 

this ‘e’ with another ‘e’ 

and that is of ‘EQ’ - Emo-

tional Quotient then you 

would realize that adding 

‘e’ everywhere we are 

loosing ‘e’ of EQ.  

Due to the facility of this 

‘e’ we have been success-

ful to make the entire 

world an easy-to-reach 
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TEACHING OF ENGLISH THROUGH POETRY : A CASE OF ENGINEERING LEARNERS 

by S. Gandhimathi  emugandhi@rediffmail.com,  
Faculty of English, Kongu Engineering College, Erode, Affiliated to Anna University, Coimbatore, Tamilnadu, India.  

rybody must have been familiar 

with what the language is and 

what type of style is required in 

employing it. 

Introduction 

English language teaching takes 

place through various techniques 

and methods. Poetry is one among 

the methods. Teachers of English 

have extempore skills in adopting 

the meanings and words for use at 

specific situations. When it is so, 

why not English teachers be crea-

tive writers and thinkers? 

Rationale for the study 

Learners of engineering usually 

need creative skills to excel in 

their field of study. To add to their 

existing engineering skills, poetry 

can be adopted. Poetic lines and 

words can be used for analyzing 

the sentence structure and sen-

tence patterns. As of Yetino (2008) 

who said that poetry is an invalu-

able vehicle for teachers whom in-

novation and enrichment of class-

room activities do matter, that the 

teaching of English through po-

etry will be more favorable for 

learners of English in an engineer-

ing context. 

Teacher roles 

Teachers, in this method, are crea-

tive writers and thinkers. They 

choose materials for classroom 

preparation for use in particular 

   English can be taught through 

poetry provided the teacher is a 

creative writer. Creativity may be 

inborn or may appear by influ-

ence of the environment. In our 

classroom, filled with multiple 

learners of various abilities, it is 

not easier to teach English 

through poetry. For the purpose 

of executing the task of language 

teaching through poetry, a teacher 

can introduce the learners to the 

target poetry language. Later on, 

the grammar of English as used in 

the poetry can be introduced. The 

rhythm of the poetic lines is im-

portant for effective poetic mode 

of acquiring second language. It is 

not enough if the learners behave 

like poets, rather they have to 

think and emerge as the new po-

ets of this era. In the case of learn-

ers from rural areas, a teacher 

must focus on the purposes of the 

learners in acquiring a particular 

style of learning. In addition to 

this, a teacher must pick out 

words and phrases as to suit the 

growing global requirements of 

the learners. In a classroom of 

sixty learners, a teacher must be 

the torch—bearer of the language 

skills and not the feeder of them. 

In a world of advancement, every 

activity occurs through technol-

ogy and its enhancement. So eve-

contexts. They have to read the 

poem aloud then start giving ex-

planations. They have to teach 

sentence structures using the lines 

of the poem chosen. 

Learner roles 

Learners are the consumers of ex-

cellent imaginative power pored 

by their teachers. They have to 

grasp details and think over them 

for rationality. They have to ob-

serve and analyze the relevance of 

the situation with the context 

given. 

Instructional materials 

Materials will be poems which 

play a pivotal role in this method 

of teaching. Grammar and sen-

tence patterns are taught only 

with the help of the poetic lines. 

So poems become the instruc-

tional materials rather than any 

notes. 

Study design and results 

Method 

This paper reveals the outcome of 

the oral study conducted, at of 

one the engineering institutions in 

Tamilnadu, for bringing out the 

relevance of the employment of 

poems for teaching English in  en-

gineering context. It consists of 

three levels of analysis. First level 

deals with the finding of the exist-

ing knowledge of the learners in 

poems. Second level introduces 
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Conjunctions: For, and  

Negative words: not  

Adverbs: Out, all 

Verbs: Past verbs:   

Singular verbs: Was  

Present verbs: Plural Lie  

Regular verbs: unchanged Put  

Another passage from Emily 

Dickinson: 

My nosegays are for captives; 

Dim, long-expectant eyes,  

Fingers denied the plucking,  

Patient till paradise. 

Nouns:  

Singular nouns: patient, paradise 

Plural nouns: nosegays, captives, 

eyes, fingers  

Modifiers: dim, long-expectant 

Conjunctions: till, for  

Verbs: Present verbs: Are Past 

verbs: Denied  

Articles: the   

Gerund: plucking  

Pronouns: my 

The last stanza from Carl Sand-

burg 

I ask you 

To witness-- 

The shovel is brother to the gun. 

 

Direct speech: I ask you to wit-

ness 

Statement: The shovel is brother 

to the gun 

 

After teaching the sentence struc-

ture and grammar through poems 

like these, learners were asked to 

discuss among themselves form-

ing a group having a brighter 

learner as the head. 

the poems to the second language 

learners and deals with the enrich-

ment of language skills. Third 

level lies with the mutual ex-

change of materials among the 

learners of what they learnt 

throughout the class. 

Participants 

Participants of this study were 60 

first year second language engi-

neering learners. They were be-

tween the age of 17 and 21 years. 

They were from both urban and 

rural areas. 

Procedure 

Learners’ existing knowledge of 

language as well as poetry were 

checked with a stage performance. 

They were asked to present a 

poem of their own and pattern the 

sentences on the board. Later on, 

they were given poems dealing 

with actions and were given ex-

planations on sentence structures 

as follows: 

The following is the first stanza 

from one of the selected poems of 

Emily Dickinson.  

It was not death, for I stood up 

And all the dead lie down; 

It was not night, for all the bells 

Put out their tongues, for noon. 

Nouns:  

Singular nouns: death, night, noon 

Plural nouns: bells, tongues  

Pronouns: It, their, I  

Articles: the  

Prepositions: Up, down 

Results and discussion 

This study revealed the fact that 

the teaching of English through 

poetry has more impact upon en-

gineering learners who enjoy crea-

tivity of their own and others. 

Among the sixty learners, 50 

learners were able to pick up new 

words by noting down the mean-

ings of them. The remaining 10 

learners were not able to cope 

with this type of English language 

teaching for they needed excessive 

practice and exposure to using 

English. To suit this, those 10 

learners were taken separately 

and were put in a separate special 

class outside the regular class 

hours. 

Conclusion 

Instead of teaching in a ready 

made form, learners of a second 

language can be taught to think in 

terms of creativity not only in po-

etry—creation but also in their 

field of study. Poetry showers 

both the moment of enjoyment 

and the moment of rationalizing 

capacity on the part of the con-

sumers. Any teaching involves a 

spark of capacity improvement 

and poetry is a case for it. 
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When I do 

good, I feel 

good; 

when I do 

bad, I feel 

bad, and 

that is my 

religion. 

 

-Abraham           

    Lincoln  
(1809 - 1865)  
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